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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District 

Number  of  Parishes 

Rateable  Value  1/4/64 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  31/3/64 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population 

Census  Population,  1961  . . 


112,315  acres. 

50 

£821,693  Os.  Od. 
£3,299  7s.  Id. 
10,676 
30,630 
29,327 


The  district,  which  is  agricultural  in  character,  extends  from  the  parish  of  Gamlingay  in  the  West 
to  Carlton  parish  in  the  East,  a  distance  of  some  30  miles,  and  has  a  common  boundary  with  parts  of 
the  counties  of  Huntingdon,  Bedford,  Hertford,  Essex  and  Suffolk. 

It  is  favourable  to  arable  farming  which  varies  with  the  location,  from  the  market  gardening 
district  of  the  lower  greensand  outcrop  in  the  North-West  to  the  chalk  marls  around  Melbourn  and 
Meldreth  which  supports  fruit  growing,  to  the  corn  and  sugar  beet  area  of  the  chalk  hills  to  the  South 
and  East. 

Industries  in  the  area  are  mostly  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  agriculture.  There 
are  exceptions  however;  Sawston  has  industries  of  a  divergent  nature  and  comparatively  large  numbers 
of  workers  are  employed  in  leather  and  paper  manufacture. 

Birth  Rate  17.9 

(Corrected)  18.3 

Death  Rate  12.2 

(Corrected)  10.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  21.9 

(Per  thousand  live  births) 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1963,  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  1/1964,  dated  13th  January,  1964,  which  is  my  first  as  your  Medical  Ofiicer  of 
Health. 


Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  population  rose  by  690  during  the  year.  The  birth  and  death  rates 
remained  stationary  relative  to  the  previous  year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  rose  to  21.9  per  thousand 
during  the  year,  the  national  rate  being  20.9.  Though  this  seems  to  be  a  big  increase  on  last  year’s 
low  figure  of  9.4  per  thousand  it  is  probably  explained  as  a  statistical  variation  associated  with  the 
small  numbers  involved;  the  figure  is  lower  than  that  recorded  for  1961  (28.4).  A  study  of  the  12 
deaths  reveals  that  all  four  deaths  in  infants  over  four  weeks  of  age  were  due  to  respiratory  infections, 
three  of  them  being  during  the  hard  winter.  No  special  factor  seemed  to  be  associated  with  the  eight 
deaths  occurring  under  four  weeks  of  age,  though  four  of  them  were  due  to  various  congenital  abnormal¬ 
ities. 


Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  last  year  but  no  deaths  were  attributed  to  the  disease.  One 
case  of  Poliomyelitis  in  a  man  aged  31  years  occurred  during  the  year.  It  would  appear  that  he  con¬ 
tracted  the  illness  while  on  holiday  abroad.  Amongst  the  eight  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified 
during  the  year  were  four  cases  of  Clostridium  Welchii  infection  occurring  in  one  family.  More 
details  on  the  infectious  diseases  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

There  was  some  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified.This  increase  does  not 
seem  to  be  associated  with  any  one  particular  factor  but  it  certainly  emphasises  the  continued  need  for 
vigilance  on  the  nart  of  the  Tnherenlosis  services — both  curative  and  preventive. 

.y  tribute  to  the  loyal  help  and  support  that  I  have  received  from 

.  ,1111  1  .  .1  St  year  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  for  the  hard  work 

This  paragraph  should  be  read  at  the 

conclusion  ol'  this  address. 

Sanitary  Circumstances 

The  Council’s  building  programme  has  increased  in  tempo,  106  dwellings  being  completed  during 
the  year  ended  March  31st  1964.  This  number  includes  76  bungalows,  which  will  be  used  in  the  main 
for  housing  the  elderly,  and  constitutes  a  considerable  advance  on  last  year’s  figure.  Indeed,  the 
Council  have  made  considerable  efforts  to  step  up  the  rate  of  their  building  programme  and  work  has 
already  begun  at  Meldreth  on  the  third  group  of  old  persons  warden  controlled  dwellings  to  be  provided 
in  the  district;  work  is  also  to  commence  soon  on  a  fourth  group  at  Balsham.  These  two  new  units, 
which  are  to  supplement  those  already  existing  at  Linton  and  Sawston,  are  to  be  provided  with  a 
central  communal  rest  room  and  also  with  guest  accommodation.  Admirable  as  I  think  the  existing 
and  proposed  units  are,  I  feel  that  further  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  installation  of  some 
form  of  background  central  heating,  supplemented  by  easily  operated  electric  or  gas  radiators,  in 
future  schemes  for  old  peoples’  warden  controlled  units.  In  their  booklet  “  Flatlets  for  Old  People  ” 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  point  out  that  whilst  it  is  recognised  that  many  old 
people,  if  given  the  choice,  would  themselves  prefer  an  open  fire,  the  aim  of  this  type  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  to  enable  them  to  retain  their  independence  for  as  long  as  possible.  They  go  on  to  say  that 
central  heating,  which  maintains  a  steady  background  heat,  is  undoubtedly  a  great  help  to  this  end, 
and  that  less  active  old  people  are  also  much  better  able  to  manage  on  their  own  if  the  work  of  looking 
after  an  open  fire  has  been  cut  out.  48  existing  Council  dwellings  were  provided  with  modern  ameni¬ 
ties  during  the  year,  and  362  houses  were  also  constructed  by  private  development. 

The  Council’s  water  undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  Cambridge  Water  Company  on  April 
1st,  1963.  After  taking  over,  the  Water  Company  completed  the  work  begun  by  this  Council  for  the 
improvement  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  district.  By  May  1963  the  Company 
had  also  completed  work  begun  on  their  own  account  to  improve  the  sufficiency  of  the  water  supplies 
to  the  villages  of  Gamlingay  and  Longstowe  in  the  Western  corner. 
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Early  in  the  year,  before  I  took  up  my  appointment  as  your  Medical  Olficer  of  Health,  the  Council 
had  decided  to  inform  the  County  Council  that  they  were  not  in  favour  of  the  fluoridation  of  the  public 
water  supplies  within  this  district.  The  fluoride  levels  of  the  water  sources  situated  in  this  district  range 
between  0.10  and  0.15  p.p.m.  It  is  considered  that  an  optimal  level  of  1.0  p.p.m.  of  fluoride  in  the 
drinking  water  will  considerably  reduce  the  incidence  of  dental  caries  and  is  at  the  same  time  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  safe.  I  do  not  think  I  can  do  better  than  refer  you,  once  again,  to  the  comments  made 
by  my  predecessor  on  this  subject  in  his  report  for  last  year. 

The  public  health  department  has  undertaken  the  task  of  supervising  and  advising  on  the  satis¬ 
factory  chlorination  of  the  swimming  pools  which  are  being  provided  in  increasing  numbers  at  the 
various  schools  situated  within  the  district.  Great  importance  is  attached  to  this  work  and  the 
Education  Authority  have  agreed  to  let  us  know  at  which  schools  the  provision  of  these  swimming 
pools  is  contemplated  next. 

Good  progress  continues  to  be  made  on  the  Council’s  Sewerage  programme.  During  the  year 
both  the  Sawston/Pampisford  and  Litlington  Schemes  were  completed,  and  the  schemes  for  Balsham, 
Bassingbourn  and  Kneesworth  commenced.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  Scheme  for  Whittlesford 
and  Duxford  has  just  received  Ministry  approval.  Ministry  approval  is  also  awaited  for  the  Ickleton 
and  Hinxton  Scheme.  In  addition,  the  Schemes  for  Foxton  and  Shepreth  are  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  preparation.  I  should  like  to  endorse  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  comment  that 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  public  lavatories,  at  any  rate  in  some  of  the  larger 
villages. 

Reference  was  made  in  my  predecessor’s  report  of  last  year  to  the  fact  that  over  a  third  of  the 
properties  situated  in  the  district  now  have  a  weekly  refuse  collection  service.  Naturally,  requests 
are  being  made  by  other  parishes  who  only  have  a  fortnightly  collection  for  an  extension  of  the  weekly 
service.  It  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  extend  this  weekly  service  further  as  and  when  the  staffing  situation 
improves.  A  mechanical  shovel  is  at  present  on  order  and  its  requisition  should  make  work  at  the 
refuse  tips  much  more  congenial. 

During  the  year  the  Council  introduced  a  rat  destruction  service  and  the  results  reported  show  this 
step  to  have  been  more  than  justified. 

A  sound  level  meter  was  purchased  in  July  for  use  by  the  public  health  departments  of  the  three 
rural  districts  within  the  administrative  county.  This  district  has  perhaps  provided  most  of  the 
opportunities  for  the  use  of  this  particular  apparatus.  The  noise  abatement  Act  does  not  lay  down  any 
statutory  measurement  of  sound  level  above  which  a  noise  can  be  considered  a  nuisance.  However, 
the  sound  level  meter  can  be  used  to  measure  and  demonstrate  the  degree  of  loudness  of  a  certain 
noise  and  can  also  give  some  indication  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  measures  adopted  to  remedy  the 
offending  sound. 

I  note  that  not  all  the  food  premises  within  your  local  authority  were  paid  a  visit  during  the  year. 
I  feel  that  it  is  most  important  that  such  premises  should  receive  at  least  two  or  three  visits  during  each 
year,  where  staffing  and  other  duties  permit.  The  district  inspectors  have  been  instructed  to  pay 
routine  visits  to  food  premises  as  often  as  possible  during  the  current  year,  and  when  the  second 
authorised  meat  inspector  takes  up  his  appointment  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  have  more  time  to 
carry  out  these  and  other  important  duties.  However,  your  inspectors  spent  as  much  time  as  they 
could  afford  on  inspection  of  food  premises  during  1963,  particular  attention  being  paid  to  the  standard 
of  hygiene  of  mobile  shops. 

The  addition  of  another  district  inspector  to  the  establishment  in  1962  enabled  us  for  a  time  to 
increase  still  further  the  percentage  of  meat  inspected  at  the  slaughterhouses.  However,  the  coming 
into  force  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  on  October  1st  did  nothing  to  help  us  in  our  prob¬ 
lems  over  this  matter,  and  in  fact,  brought  about  an  inevitable  drop  in  the  percentage  of  carcasses 
inspected.  Since  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  became  operative  the  Council  have  found  it 
necessary  to  appoint  two  authorised  meat  inspectors,  though  the  second  one  has  yet  to  take  up  his 
appointment.  However,  even  with  the  advent  of  this  second  meat  inspector,  it  is  problematical  as  to 
whether  we  shall  be  able  to  carry  out  100%  meat  inspection  within  this  district  without  some  control 
of  the  hours  of  slaughter.  When  a  third  slaughterhouse,  now  under  construction,  comes  into  operation 
the  staffing  position  may  have  to  be  further  reviewed. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
PETER  SYLVESTER. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the  statistical  calculations) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

293 

234 

527 

Illegitimate  . . 

10 

12 

22 

Totals 

303 

246 

549 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population  .  . 

. . 

17.9 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.02) 

. . 

18.3 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

,  , 

•  •  •  • 

18.2 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

1 

4 

5 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  . . 

9.0 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales) 

•  •  •  • 

17.3 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

199 

174 

373 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

12.2 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.85)  . . 

,  , 

•  •  •  • 

10.4 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 
INFANT  MORTALITY.  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.) 

. . 

12.2 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

8(4) 

3(3) 

11(7) 

Illegimate 

— 

1(1) 

1(1) 

Totals 

8(4) 

4(4) 

12(8) 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets.) 

Infant  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births) 

Infant  mortality  rate.  (England  and  Wales) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births) 
Early  neonatal  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  week  per  thousand  live  births) 
Perinatal  mortality  rate.  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per 
thousand  live  and  still  births) 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Maternal  deaths  (deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough 

Deaths  from  measles 

Deaths  from  pneumonia 

Deaths  from  influenza 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


21.9 

20.9 
14.6 

10.9 

19.9 

20.9 
45.5 

4.0% 

1 

1.8 

65 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

18 

Nil 

Nil 


CERTAIN  COMPARATIVE  RATES 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

*  Birth  Rate 

18.8 

15.4 

16.3 

16.8 

18.0 

18.0 

18.1 

19.9 

16.5 

17.8 

17.9 

*  Death  Rate 

11.5 

12.6 

11.8 

12.7 

11.3 

11.4 

12.0 

11.6 

11.8 

12.2 

12.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

10.0 

30.5 

19.8 

12.8 

21.7 

19.5 

9.8 

12.3 

28.4 

9.4 

21.9 

(5) 

(13) 

(9) 

(6) 

(ID 

(10) 

(5) 

(7) 

(14) 

(5) 

(12) 

*  The  above  rates  are  uncorrected, 

,  The  figures 

in  brackets 

are  the  number  of  infant  deaths  m  each 

year. 
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TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  4  weeks 
4  weeks  and  under  1  year 
1  and  under  5 
5  and  under  15 
15  and  under  25 
25  and  under  35 
35  and  under  45 
45  and  under  55 
55  and  under  65 
65  and  under  75 
75  and  over 

Totals  . . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

4 

4 

8 

4 

— 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

12 

12 

24 

31 

14 

45 

49 

28 

77 

94 

112 

206 

199 

174 

373 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  FOR  THE  AREA 

Medical  Officer  oj  Health 

“  The  Cambridgeshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Order  1951  ”  provided  for 
the  appointment  of  a  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  Chesterton,  Newmarket  and  South  Cambridge¬ 
shire  Rural  District  Councils.  Under  present  arrangements  this  officer  is  also  appointed  deputy 
county  and  school  medical  officer  to  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

Mr.  R.  J.  Hoyle  was  redesignated  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year  and  was  assisted 
by  Mr.  Cocka,  Mr.  Allston  and  Mr.  Morgan. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge. 
The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and  biological  examinations 
of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplies,  and  all  necessary  examination  in  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital.  The  old  Poor  Law  Institution  at  Linton 
is  now  shared  between  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Cambridgeshire  County 
Council;  the  former  having  the  use  of  78  beds  for  the  chronic  sick,  the  latter  92  beds  for  use  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS  1953 

Under  these  Regulations  a  special  provision  is  made  to  facilitate  the  investigation  and  control  of 
outbreaks  of  ‘  Food  Poisoning  ’  (which  includes  typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever,  or  other  salmonella 
infection,  dysentry  and  staphylococcal  infection  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning)  in  that  (a)  the  existing 
provisions  regarding  the  prevention  of  a  person  suffering  from  food  poisoning  infection  from  continuing 
in  or  entering  into  an  occupation  connected  with  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food  or  drink  are 
now  extended  to  include  ‘  carriers  ’  of  food  poisoning  infections,  (b)  local  authorities  may  authorise 
their  medical  officer  of  health  to  issue  on  their  behalf  notices  where  required  to  effect  (a)  immediately 
if  he  thinks  it  necessary  and  then  report  such  action  to  his  authority  as  soon  as  possible. 

Such  authority  has  been  given  to  the  medical  officer  of  health  but  has  not  so  far  had  occasion  to 
be  used. 
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INFECTIOUS,  DISEASES  1963 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1963 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Meningococcal 

Age  in  years 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Infection 

Totals 

Under  1  year 

— 

6 

— 

— 

23 

_ 

_ 

29 

1  year — 

— 

3 

• — 

— 

51 

— 

— 

54 

2  years — 

3 

5 

— 

— 

85 

— 

— 

93 

3  years — 

4 

2 

— 

— 

86 

— 

— 

92 

4  years — 

6 

4 

— 

— 

91 

1 

— 

102 

5 —  9  years 

30 

14 

_ 

— 

391 

— 

— 

435 

10 — 14  years 

7 

5 

— 

— 

41 

— 

— 

53 

1 5 — 24  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

14 

25  and  over 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

6 

Totals 

51 

39 

1 

— 

786 

1 

— 

878 

1962  Totals 

22 

— 

— 

— 

92 

2 

116 

Acute 

Acute 

Food 

Puerperal 

Age  in  years 

Pneumonia 

Encephalitis 

Erysipelas 

Poisoning 

Pyrexia 

Totals 

Under  5  years 

— 

— 

_ 

3 

— 

3 

5 — 14  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

15 — 44  years 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

6 

45 — 64  years 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

3 

— 

8 

2 

13 

1962  Totals 

6 

1 

2 

7 

1 

17 

Infectious  Diseases,  1963 

51  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  30  of  them  in  the  5  to  9  year  age  group, 
as  opposed  to  22  cases  occurring  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough 
notified  was  39,  71  fewer  than  in  1962.  1963  was  a  “  Measles  year”  and  786  cases  were  notified — 

half  of  them  in  the  5  to  9  year  age  group. 

Towards  the  end  of  April  one  case  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  a  young  man  of  thirty- 
one,  living  on  a  fairly  remote  farm,  who  had  just  returned  from  a  holiday  abroad  where  it  is  presumed 
that  he  contracted  the  infection.  No  further  cases  occurred  and  the  patient  recovered  satisfactorily 
from  his  illness.  It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  note  that  he  had  never  received  any  form  of  poliomyelitis 
immunisation. 

Amongst  the  eight  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  that  were  notified  was  a  family  of  four  people  who 
were  found  to  have  been  infected  by  Clostridium  Welchii.  The  source  of  the  infection  was  almost 
certainly  a  steak  and  kidney  pie,  the  meat  of  which  was  cooked  slowly  in  a  casserole  overnight,  placed 
in  a  refrigerator  next  day,  and  given  a  “  quick  cook  ”  following  the  addition  of  the  pie  crust.  This 
story  is  typical  of  Food  Poisoning  due  to  Clostridium  Welchii,  the  meat  having  been  cooked,  allowed 
to  cool  slowly,  and  only  reheated  to  a  moderate  temperature  before  consumption,  thus  allowing  the 
organism  to  multiply  in  sufficient  quantities  to  produce  intestinal  infection.  Though  the  four  other 
sporadic  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  were  fully  investigated  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  sources 
of  infection  with  any  certainty. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  8  respiratory  and  2  non-respiratory  cases  were  notified  for  the  first  time.  3 
respiratory  cases  previously  notified  elsewhere  were  transferred  to  the  district.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  6  more  cases  on  the  register  than  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER,  1963 


Respiratory 

Non  -Respiratory 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at  commence¬ 
ment  of  year 

29 

7 

1 

4 

30 

11 

2. 

Number  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time  during 
year  under  Regulations 

6 

2 

1 

1 

7 

3 

3. 

Cases  restored  to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Cases  added  to  Register  otherwise  than  by 
notification  under  Regulations: — 

(a)  Transferred  from  other  Districts 

2 

1 

2 

1 

(b)  From  Death  Returns 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Number  of  Cases  removed  from  Register 

6 

— 

— • 

1 

6 

1 

6. 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  Register  at  end 
of  year 

31 

10 

2 

4 

33 

14 

AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 

RESPIRATORY  AND  NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  ON  REGISTER  31.12.63 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Grand  Total 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

0—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

25—35 

7  - 

3 

1 

10 

1 

11 

35—45 

5 

— 

4 

1 

9 

1 

10 

45—55 

7 

1 

— 

— 

7 

1 

8 

55—65 

7 

— 

1 

— 

8 

— 

8 

65  and  over 

3 

— 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

TOTALS 

31 

2 

10 

4 

41 

6 

47 

National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  47 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  this  section. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  30 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  this  section. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  recorded  during  the  year: — 


TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  RECORDED 

Complaints  Investigated 
General  re-inspections 

Housing  : 

General  Inspections 
Re-inspections  . . 

Infectious  Diseases: 

General  Investigations  . . 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons: 
Premises  Disinfested 

Water  Supply: 

Inspections  and  Investigations 
Visits  re.  Water  Sampling 
Visits  re.  Chlorination  Tests 


7,438 

192 

255 


321 

991 


230 

2 


3 


64 

168 

2 


Milk  and  Dairies: 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores 
Milk  Distributors 
Visits  re.  Milk  Sampling 

Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Inspection  of  Food 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses  . 

Slaughterhouses  . . 

Bakehouses 

Catering  Establishments 

Ice-Cream  premises  and  Sales  Vehicles 

Other  Food  Premises 

Public  Houses 

Food  Conveying  Vehicles 

Preserved  Food  Premises 


2 

Nil 

8 


21 

478 

60 

18 

70 

12 

114 

17 

26 

4 


Shops  Act  Inspections 

Factories  Act: 
Inspections 


6 

88 


Atmospheric  Pollution 
Noise  Control 
Pet  Shops 
Caravans 

Public  Cleansing,  including  Depot  Visits  . . 

Drainage,  including  inspections  for  “  Lateral  ”  connection  to  new  sewers 
Swimming  Pool  Inspection  . . 

Sewage  Disposal,  including  Surveys  for  Parish  Sewerage  Schemes 
Litter  Baskets  . . 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations 
Schools  Visited 
Miscellaneous  Visits  . . 


32 

27 

Nil 

276 

346 

1710 

21 

1069 

10 

23 

Nil 

485 
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HOUSING 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  17 
Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  g 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Houses  rendered  reasonably  fit  after  informal  action  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  216 

Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1957: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Houses  demolished  due  to  formal  action: 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  (Section  17)  . .  . .  . .  5 

Undertakings  in  respect  of  houses  represented  as  Unfit  (Section  16): 

(a)  Undertakings  given  by  owners  to  make  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  Undertakings  given  by  owners  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  12 

Buildings  in  respect  of  part  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  (Section  18)  . .  . .  Nil 

Houses  made  fit  and  Closing  Orders  or  Undertakings  cancelled  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Overcrowding  cases  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Housing  Progress  during  the  year  ending  31.3.64: 

Bungalows  erected  by  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  76 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Dwellings  erected  by  private  enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  362 

Total  number  of  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  since  1945  . .  . .  . .  . .  1975 


The  department  has  continued  to  press  owners  to  repair  and  improve  their  properties  and  to  take 
advantage  of  the  improvement  grant  schemes.  Seventeen  formal  notices  have  been  served  on  owners 
requiring  repair  or  improvement  and  these  together  with  informal  written  requests  has  resulted  in 
having  structural  works  carried  out  to  224  dwellings.  The  clearance  of  unfit  dwellings  is  related  to 
speed  and  location  of  Council  house  building  and  22  dwellings  have  been  subject  to  demolition  orders 
or  closure.  A  further  14  dwellings  have  been  demolished  by  informal  action.  Council  acted  in 
default  of  an  owner  and  demolished  a  pair  of  unfit  dwellings.  Subsequent  to  formal  closure  10 
dwellings  were  rendered  fit  after  major  works  of  improvement  had  been  carried  out. 

In  the  parish  of  Sawston,  Council  has  continued  its  policy  of  purchasing  unfit  houses  in  the 
central  redevelopment  area,  and  a  further  4  dwellings  are  in  the  course  of  conveyance  to  the  Council. 

The  Council's  Architect  reports  that  the  comprehensive  improvement  of  pre-war  Council  dwell¬ 
ings  has  resulted  in  a  further  48  premises  being  provided  with  all  modern  amenities.  The  provision 
of  Council  built  bungalows  has  again  taken  precedence  over  the  provision  of  houses.  This  is  to  be 
expected  until  the  need  for  this  type  of  dwelling  has  been  met. 

Single  storey  Council  built  flatlets  for  aged  persons  are  under  construction  in  the  parish  of  Mel- 
dreth.  These  12  flatlets  will  be  under  Warden  control  and  will  have  a  central  communal  rest  room. 
A  similar  project  is  in  an  advanced  stage  of  preparation  for  Balsham  Parish  and  further  schemes  are 
outlined  for  the  parishes  of  Gamlingay,  Linton,  Melbourn  and  Sawston. 

Private  house  building  in  the  district  continues  unabated  with  362  dwellings  completed  during  the 

year. 

The  following  figures  provided  by  Council’s  Architect  show  that  72  applications  for  Standard 
Grant  aid  to  improve  private  dwellings  have  been  received,  and  a  further  23  for  Discretionary  Grants. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  POPULATION  AND  NUMBERS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  IN  THE  RESPECTIVE  PARISHES 


Parish 

Acreage 

Population  Census 

1961 

Number  of  dwellings 
as  at  31/3/64 

Great  Abington 

1,588 

593 

225 

Little  Abington 

1,309 

321 

135 

Abington  Pigotts 

1,237 

137 

45 

Arrington 

1,407 

360 

125 

Babraham 

2,387 

344 

111 

Balsham 

4,550 

712 

261 

Barrington 

2,282 

351 

224 

Bartlow 

377 

68 

27 

Bassingbourn 

3,204 

2,509 

676  (184) 

Carlton 

2,415 

138 

52 

Castle  Camps 

3,184 

535 

198 

Shudy  Camps 

2,362 

258 

92 

Great  Chishill 

2,542 

293 

118 

Little  Chishill 

1,216 

86 

31 

Croydon 

2,734 

229 

77 

Duxford 

3,239 

1,398 

429 

Great  Eversden 

1,400 

184 

72 

Little  Eversden 

790 

295 

133 

Fowlmere 

2,272 

591 

201 

Foxton 

1,752 

643 

251 

Gamlingay 

4,460 

1,622 

608 

Hatley 

2,200 

186 

56 

Heydon 

1,425 

151 

67 

Hildersham 

1,511 

165 

71 

Hinxton 

1,564 

282 

100 

Horseheath 

1,922 

359 

146 

Ickleton 

2,700 

605 

227 

Kingston 

1,907 

151 

58 

Kneesworth 

879 

144 

34 

Linton 

3,817 

1,982 

717 

Litlington 

2,172 

608 

215 

Little  Gransden 

1,920 

235 

88 

Longstowe 

1,544 

218 

68 

Melbourn 

4,480 

1,832 

775 

Meldreth 

2,513 

893 

355 

Guilden  Morden 

2,599 

566 

215 

Steeple  Morden 

3,846 

630 

277 

Orwell 

2,083 

619 

237 

Pampisford 

1,607 

295 

114 

Sawston 

1,898 

3,377 

1,228 

Shepreth 

1,318 

530 

188 

Shingay-cum- Wendy 

1,791 

137 

41 

Tadlow 

1,743 

89 

32 

Thriplow 

2,501 

836 

262  (110) 

West  Wickham 

2,931 

333 

123 

West  Wratting 

3,543 

404 

141 

Weston  Colville 

3,235 

348 

133 

Whaddon 

1,515 

413 

145  (58) 

Whittlesford 

1,976 

1,012 

407  (31) 

Wimpole 

2,468 

155 

65 

Figures  in  brackets  are  included  in  the  main  figure  and  represent  R.A.F.  dwellings. 


Moveable  Dwellings 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Caravan  Sites  &  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  a  more  rigorous 
control  of  residential  caravans  has  been  made  possible.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  no  case  has  it 
been  necessary  to  resort  to  prosecution  to  bring  about  the  new  standard  of  hygiene  provided  by  the 
Act  although  several  site  licence  holders  have  been  warned  that  non-compliance  with  the  licence 
conditions  constitutes  an  offence. 

During  the  year  25  new  site  licences  have  been  issued,  10  licences  renewed  and  a  further  2  licences 
amended  to  cover  an  increased  number  of  caravans. 

A  total  of  276  visits  to  sites  have  been  made  and  the  register  shows  that  there  are  103  licensed  sites 
accommodating  166  caravans. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


In  April  1963,  the  Council’s  Water  Undertaking  together  with  the  water  undertakings  of  four 
adjacent  local  authorities  and  two  joint  water  boards,  were  transferred  to  the  Cambridge  Water  Com¬ 
pany  whose  greatly  expanded  area  of  supply  now  covers  some  450  square  miles  with  a  population  of 
almost  200,000. 

The  implementation  of  the  Government’s  policy  to  coalesce  the  various  water  undertakers  through¬ 
out  the  Country  has  now  reduced  the  number  of  separate  water  authorities  to  a  figure  slightly  in  excess 
of  400. 

It  is  still  encumbent  on  the  Council  to  ascertain  the  wholesomeness  of  the  water  supplies  in  their 
district  and  routing  sampling,  for  bacteriological  purposes,  has  continued. 

The  bulk  of  water  supplied  to  this  area  is  pumped  from  the  chalk  strata  and  has  a  high  degree  of 
purity.  The  remainder  is  pumped  from  the  lower  greensand  and  is  subjected  to  iron  removal  before 
distribution.  All  supplies  are  chlorinated.  It  is  the  Water  Company’s  policy  to  soften  the  water 
supplies  and  some  softened  water  is  already  being  supplied  in  the  area. 

Prior  to  the  transfer.  Council  considered  the  question  of  adding  fluorides  to  the  supply  and  samples 
were  taken  to  determine  the  existing  levels  of  fluoride  in  the  various  sources  of  supply  in  the  district, 
with  the  following  results: — 

Sawston  Borehole  0.10  ppm  Fowlmere  Borehole  0.15  ppm 

Linton  Borehole  0.15  ppm  Croydon  Borehole  0.10  ppm 

The  public  health  inspectors  have  continued  to  sample  private  water  supplies  and  where  these  have 
been  found  to  be  unfit  owners  have  been  required  to  connect  their  properties  to  the  water  main.  There 
are  but  few  dwellings  throughout  the  district,  on  the  route  of  the  mains,  which  are  not  connected 
thereto.  About  six  dwellings  are  still  supplied  by  public  standpipes. 

The  Council  requested  the  Water  Company  to  extend  a  main  in  the  parish  of  Gamlingay  to  serve 
an  additional  1 3  dwellings  which  have  unfit  private  supplies,  and  this  has  now  been  done. 


RESULTS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  SAMPLES 


Type  of  Supply 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Public  Piped  supplies 

124 

2 

Private  supplies 

15 

26 

Total  No.  of  visits  for  water  sampling  purposes  168. 


The  two  unsatisfactory  samples,  referred  to  above,  showed  only  very  slight  evidence  of  contamina¬ 
tion  which  was  probably  due  to  a  local  main  disturbance. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

During  the  year  further  swimming  baths — in  all  cases  outdoors — have  been  constructed  at  various 
schools  and  more  are  contemplated.  The  plastic  lined  type  of  pool  is  quickly  and  easily  constructed 
by  the  unskilled  and  although  not  as  permanent  as  one  constructed  on  more  traditional  lines  has  the 
added  advantage  of  comparative  cheapness. 

Twentyone  tests  for  bacteriological  assessment  of  the  water  have  been  made  and,  with  the  exception 
of  one  test,  all  were  satisfactory,  with  the  degree  of  chlorination  adequate.  Chlorine  in  the  form  of 
hyperchlorite  is  fed  into  the  water  returned  to  the  pools  and  although  “  breakpoint  ”  chlorination 
has  been  attained  marginal  chlorination  was  found  to  be  more  common. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Sewering  of  the  largest  parish  in  the  district — Sawston  and  the  adjacent  parish  of  Pampisford 
ha\e  now  been  completed  and  the  sewage  works  are  functioning  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner  due  to  a 
better  balance  being  maintained  between  trade  waste  discharges  and  domestic  sewage.  The  works 
have  a  surplus  capacity  at  the  moment  and  it  is  proposed  to  utilise  this  to  deal  with  the  drainage  from 
the  parishes  of  Whittlesford  and  Duxford.  The  schemes  for  these  latter  parishes  have  at  the  time 
of  writing  received  Ministry  approval  but  the  parishes  of  Ickleton  and  Hinxton  have  not  yet  been 
approved.  The  sewering  of  Litlington  parish  has  been  completed  and  works  of  sewering  the  parishes 
of  Balsham,  Bassingbourn  and  Kneesworth  commenced. 

Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have  in  an  advanced  stage  of  preparation,  sewerage  schemes  for 
Foxton  and  Shepreth  and  these  will  be  followed  by  the  projects  for  Steeple  Morden  and  Guilden 
Morden.  The  provision  of  free  ‘  laterals  ’  i.e.,  a  connexion  from  the  sewer  to  the  boundary  of  an 
owner’s  property,  has  done  much  to  influence  owners  to  take  advantage  of  new  sewers. 

Council,  under  powers  given  to  it  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  have  resolved  that  part  of  the 
cost  of  the  proposed  sewers  shall  be  recovered  from  owners  of  premises,  erected  after  the  resolution, 
fronting  streets  in  which  sewers  are  laid. 

Naturally,  the  Public  Health  Department  is  looked  to  for  information  and  advice  on  matters  of 
drainage  and  this  together  with  surveys  of  parishes  to  collate  information  as  to  the  need  and  urgency 
for  sewerage  schemes,  together  with  pin-pointing  the  position  of  proposed  drainage  laterals,  is  time 
consuming  and  the  total  visits  recorded  by  the  inspectors  number  2,779.  This  figure  includes  visits 
in  connexion  with  the  testing  of  new  and  existing  drainage  systems. 

Increased  amenities  in  the  home  due  to  the  impetus  provided  by  sewering  various  villages  poses 
the  question  as  to  whether  Council  should  also  provide  amenities  for  the  public  at  large  by  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  public  lavatories  in  the  more  urbanized  parishes.  With  increasing  affluence  more  people  are 
spending  more  time  out  and  about  and  the  need  for  this  amenity  is  real.  It  might  be  thought  that 
vandalism  is  a  factor  against  their  provision.  The  best  lavatories  will  always  be  those  with  attendants, 
but,  unfortunately  this  is  not  always  possible  in  a  rural  area. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  amount  of  refuse  removed  increases  from  day  to  day.  Generally  it  is  more  bulky  weight  for 
weight  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  due  mainly  to  the  increased  use  of  packaging  materials.  It  is  a 
fallacy  to  assume  that  to  increase  the  refuse  collection  frequency  from  once  a  fortnight  to  once  a  week 
does  not  increase  the  total  amount  of  refuse  collected. 

Five  of  the  larger  parishes,  representing  over  a  third  of  the  houses  in  the  district,  have  been  given 
a  weekly  collection  and  the  remainder  of  the  district  have  a  collection  every  fortnight.  Several  requests 
for  a  weekly  service  have  been  received  from  these  latter  parishes. 

During  the  year  over  450  dwellings  have  been  constructed  and  their  occupation  is  reflected  in  the 
overall  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  in  the  increased  number  of  collections  made. 

Disposal  methods  are  similar  to  those  operated  in  the  previous  year  but  at  the  time  of  reporting  a 
mechanical  shovel  is  on  order  and  its  use  should  obviate  the  manhandling  of  refuse  at  the  tips  and 
assist  in  the  covering  over  of  refuse. 

It  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  labour  to  undertake  this  type  of  work. 

Of  the  four  refuse  tips  in  use,  two  will  probably  become  exhausted  during  1964.  This  will  entail 
longer  hauls  from  collection  areas  to  disposal  points. 

Collection  and  disposal  figures  for  the  year  ending  31/3/64. 

Estimated  number  of  clearances  from  properties 

Number  of  loads 

Estimated  tonnage 

Total  mileage  travelled . . 

Litter  Bins 

A  few  requests  for  litter  baskets  have  been  made  by  parishes.  Twentytwo  parishes  now  have  a 
total  of  85  baskets.  These  are  emptied  at  the  same  time  as  the  domestic  refuse  is  collected  throughout 
the  parishes. 


293,000 

1,804 

7,603 

52,006 
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Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

At  the  time  of  reporting  the  existing  vehicle  of  800  gallons  capacity  has  been  supplemented  by  the 
use  of  a  second  and  larger  vehicle  of  1,100  gallons  capacity.  This  vehicle  was  urgently  required  to 
cater  for  an  ever  increasing  amount  of  work  which  the  service  is  attracting. 

Each  vehicle  carries  a  driver  and  operator. 

The  majority  of  the  tankers  contents  is  disposed  of  on  refuse  tips  where  it  is  immediately  covered 
over  with  refuse.  To  a  lesser  degree  some  is  applied  direct  to  farm  land  or  discharged  to  public  sewage 
works. 

The  following  summarises  the  year’s  work  to  31/3/64  and  represents  that  done  by  the  one  vehicle: — 

Charges  made  for  this  service  are : — 

Private  properties  35/-  per  first  load,  with  subsequent  loads  at  15/-. 

Business  premises  £2  per  first  load,  with  subsequent  loads  at  £1. 


Private  Work 

Council  Work 

Total 

Cesspools 

Loads 

Cesspools 

Loads 

Mileage 

600 

687 

675 

959 

16,851 

Night  Soil  Collection 

There  is  no  general  scheme  of  night  soil  collection  operating  throughout  the  district  nor  is  there  a 
demand  for  such  a  service. 

With  the  advent  of  village  sewers  and  the  incentive  given  to  property  owners  by  way  of  improve¬ 
ment  grants  to  modernise  their  properties,  the  pail  type  of  closet  is  being  reduced  in  number. 

A  private  firm  operates  an  emptying  service  in  some  parishes  and  in  the  parish  of  Sawston  some 
50  dwellings  have  pails  emptied  weekly  by  Council  contractor.  This  latter  scheme  has  been  continued 
since  it  was  made  necessary  during  the  war  by  an  influx  of  evacuees. 


PEST  DESTRUCTION 

Numerous  complaints  by  householders  of  rat  infestations  was  a  factor  in  the  Council  deciding  to 
set  up  a  rat  destruction  service  and  in  February  a  rat  catcher  commenced  duty.  A  free  destruction 
service  is  afforded  to  all  occupiers  of  domestic  premises  and  more  recently  a  paid  service  is  operated 
for  business  premises.  Routing  treatment  for  rat  destruction  is  carried  out  on  Council  occupied  land, 
refuse  tips,  and  at  sewage  works  etc. 

The  following  details  the  year’s  work: — 


Premises  visited 

Complaints 

Routine 

Revisits 

Infested 

Non  Infested 

Private  dwellings 

69 

65 

510 

109 

25 

Council  Dwellings 

33 

35 

282 

55 

13 

Sewage  Works 

3 

253 

180 

100 

156 

Refuse  Tips 

— 

41 

114 

34 

7 

Miscellaneous  locations 

4 

13 

34 

14 

3 

Totals 

109 

407 

1,120 

312 

204 

15 


Instances  where  other  insect  and  animal  pests  have  been  dealt  with  are 
Wasps’  nests 
Fleas 
Flies 
Mice 
Rabbits 


as  follows: — 
19 
3 
3 
9 
2 


The  suppression  of  insect  pests  on  Council  operated  refuse  tips  is  systematic  and  is  not  included 
in  the  above  figures. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  FOOD  POISONING 

A  number  of  confirmed  and  suspected  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  investigated  and  appro¬ 
priate  action  taken.  The  control  of  symptomless  carriers  of  intestinal  infection  is  essential  in  all  cases 
and  such  carriers  are  not  permitted  to  engage  in  food  handling  and  preparation  otherwise  than  in 
their  own  homes. 

The  bacterial  examination  of  specimens  in  the  control  of  this  type  of  infection  is  undertaken  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

Other  notifiable  infectious  diseases  investigated  were  mainly  scarlet  fever,  and  apart  from  giving 
advice  on  preventing  spread  of  infection  by  fomites  and  the  checking  of  milk  supplies,  opportunity 
is  taken  to  inspect  the  premises  with  regard  to  the  existence  of  any  statutory  nuisance. 

Visits  and  investigations  in  connexion  with  infectious  disease  control  number  230. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

There  are  no  smoke  control  areas  in  the  rural  district.  It  is  thought  that  such  areas  are  not  at 
present  required  but  on  the  other  hand  there  is  no  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  sulphur  dioxide  present 
in  the  atmosphere  or  of  the  amount  of  deposit  by  way  of  ash,  soot  etc.,  which  arises  from  factory  and 
domestic  chimneys. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  requires  the  Local  Authority  to  be  notified  of  furnace  installations  and  prior 
approval  of  such  installations  may  be  given.  In  this  connexion  advice  is  sought  from  the  National 
Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service.  The  Act  also  requires  that  approval  shall  be  given  to  the  height  of 
proposed  non-domestic  chimney  flues.  The  public  health  department  agrees  such  heights  having 
regard  to  the  type  and  size  of  plant  and  its  location.  Several  complaints  of  atmospheric  pollution 
have  been  inquired  into  and  an  abatement  notice  was  served  in  respect  of  a  statutory  nuisance  arising 
from  dust  being  released  from  a  manufacturing  plant.  Remedial  measures  were  subsequently  carried 
out  but  before  their  efficiency  could  be  determined  the  plant  was  seriously  damaged  by  fire.  Complaints 
of  dust  emission  from  a  factory  which  is  registered  as  a  “  Scheduled  process  ”  were  passed  to  the 
Alkali  Works  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Twenty-seven  visits  have  been  made  in  connexion  with  this  aspect  of  public  health. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 

Resulting  from  complaints,  several  surveys  to  ascertain  the  sound  levels  mainly  arising  from 
industrial  noise  have  been  carried  out — usually  in  the  small  hours  of  a  morning  when  background 
noise  is  at  a  minimum. 

The  public  are  showing  increasing  interest  in  noise  suppression  although  not  all  complaints 
appear  to  have  been  justified.  Without  some  form  of  statutory  standard  of  sound  level  above  which  a 
sound  could  be  considered  a  nuisance,  it  must  be  left  to  a  common  sense  approach  as  to  whether  a 
nuisance  exists,  supported  to  some  degree  by  a  comparison  with  known  sound  levels  which  give  rise 
to  a  general  nuisance.  Even  so,  individuals  react  differently  to  noise  and  it  is  probably  with  this  in 
mind  that  legislation  permits  three  or  more  persons  aggrieved  by  a  noise  nuisance  to  take  proceedings 
against  an  offender. 

One  formal  notice  has  been  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  arising  from  industrial 
noise  and  two  further  nuisances  were  abated,  informally.  In  all  27  inspections  and  visits  have  been 
made. 
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RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT,  1960 

The  “  appointed  day  ”  for  this  Act  was  December  1st,  1963.  The  Act  is  concerned  with  the 
control  of  the  accumulation  and  disposal  of  radioactive  wastes.  Persons  who  keep  or  use  radio¬ 
active  material  must,  unless  exempted,  register  with  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
and  obtain  authorisation  from  him  for  the  accumulation  or  disposal  of  radioactive  waste. 

Local  Authorities  must  be  consulted  before  authorisations  for  the  disposal  of  radioactive  waste 
are  granted  in  respect  of  major  nuclear  establishments  or  where  disposal  is  likely  to  involve  the  need 
for  special  precautions  by  an  Authority.  In  suitable  cases  the  Government  contemplates  the  disposal 
of  radioactive  wastes  by  conventional  methods  such  as  discharge  to  sewers  or  disposal  on  Local 
Authority  refuse  tips.  The  Act  places  a  duty  on  a  Local  Authority  to  accept  and  deal  with  radioactive 
wastes  sent  to  their  refuse  tips  in  accordance  with  an  authorisation  and  Local  Authorities  are  asked 
to  co-operate  where  this  is  the  best  method  of  disposal.  Local  Authorities  are  also  sent  copies  of 
registration  and  authorisation  certificates. 

This  Council  has  received  notice  of  the  registration  of  three  premises  within  this  district  which  are 
keeping  or  using  radioactive  materials. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

The  routine  periodic  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  sold,  prepared  or  stored  calls  for  a 
determined  effort  by  the  inspectorate  on  whom  so  many  other  duties  devolve.  The  records  show  that 
261  visits  or  revisits  to  premises  have  been  made,  but  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  food  premises 
throughout  the  district  number  over  310  means  that  some  eighteen  months  or  more  must  elapse 
between  visits. 

It  is  essential  that  plans  of  proposed  food  premises  be  examined  in  order  that  advice  may  be  given 
on  compliance  with  Regulations  regarding  the  structure  and  fittings  etc.  Particular  attention  has  been 
paid  to  food  conveying  vehicles  (mobile  shops)  and  contraventions  of  the  Hygiene  Regulations  were 
in  the  main  due  to  inadequate  cleansing  of  the  vehicles  and  equipment. 

Improvements  to  six  cafes  included  the  provision  of  better  handwashing  facilities;  additional 
sanitary  accommodation,  renewal  of  equipment,  structural  repair  and  redecoration. 

The  bakehouses  on  register  number  13,  one  having  ceased  production  during  the  year.  Improved 
sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  at  one  and  redecoration  required  at  a  further  two  premises. 

Milk  Supply 

All  milk  produced  or  sold  within  the  rural  district  is  from  herds  subjected  to  the  tuberculin  test 
but  it  is  perhaps  unfortunate  that  all  milk  is  not  required,  by  law,  to  be  pasteurised,  although  the 
majority  is  subjected  to  this  form  of  heat  treatment  which  not  only  makes  certain  that  milk  is  free  from 
pathogenic  organisms,  but  enhances  its  keeping  quality.  Milk  samples  have  continued  to  be  taken  from 
a  particular  Attested  herd  and  Brucella  abortus  is  still  present  in  the  milk.  A  Diversion  Order  made 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairy  Regulations,  which  requires  the  compulsory  heat  treatment  of  the  supply, 
continues  to  be  in  force.  This  source  of  supply  originally  gave  rise  to  several  cases  of  undulant  fever 
in  persons  consuming  the  raw  milk. 

The  control  of  milk  production  is  in  the  capable  hands  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  whilst  the  licensing  and  control  of  pasteurising  plants  and  dealers  in  designated  milk  falls 
within  the  purview  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  Licensing  of  distribu¬ 
tors  of  milk  and  registration  of  dairies  is  a  matter  for  the  District  Council,  as  is  authority  to  prohibit 
the  supply  of  milk  which  may  be  harmful  by  reason  of  infection  or  contamination. 

There  are  9  licensed  distributors  and  two  registered  dairies  on  register  by  the  district  Council. 

Few  complaints  have  been  received  and  these  were  mainly  in  connexion  with  dirty  or  chipped 
bottles.  A  warning  letter  was  sent  to  a  large  firm  of  milk  bottlers  after  a  “  foreign  body  ”  had  been 
found  in  a  bottle  of  milk. 

Ice  Cream 

Of  the  dozen  ice  cream  samples  taken  during  the  year  ten  were  of  the  “  soft  ”  ice  cream  variety 
obtained  from  mobile  vendors.  From  experience  it  has  been  found  that  this  type  is  more  liable  to 
contamination.  The  bacterial  examination  of  the  samples  showed  that  there  is  considerable  room 
for  improvement  in  mothods  of  manufacture  and  cleansing  of  equipment.  Although  none  of  these 
mobile  vendors  are  based  within  the  district  I  have  been  in  touch  with  the  local  authorities  from  whose 
districts  they  originate,  with  a  view  to  improving  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  ice  cream  freezers 
which  should  be  cleansed  and  sterilized  after  each  day’s  work. 
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Legislation  governing  the  hygenic  standard  of  this  food  is  necessary  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
present  provisional  standard  has  not  the  force  of  law. 

The  premises  on  register  for  the  purposes  of  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  number  143.  Visits  to 
these  premises,  other  than  for  sampling,  are  made  in  conjunction  with  an  inspection  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  and  are  recorded  as  such.  No  contraventions  of  the  Ice  Cream  Heat 
Treatment  Regulations,  in  so  far  as  they  apply,  have  been  found. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  this  product  in  the  rural  district. 


Food  Inspection 

The  sampling  of  food  for  possible  adulteration  or  false  labelling  is  not  a  function  of  the  district 
council  this  being  carried  out  by  the  County  Council.  By  far  the  greater  amount  of  food  inspected  by 
the  public  health  department  results  from  requests  made  by  food  wholesalers,  shop  keepers  or  the 
public,  as  to  whether  food  is  fit  for  consumption.  In  all  cases  unfit  foods  have  been  surrendered  for 
destruction  and  no  formal  seizure  of  unsound  food  was  necessary.  Several  hundredweights  of  food 
are  periodically  declared  unfit  at  one  food  wholesaler’s  premises  mainly  due  to  damaged  canned  and 
other  type  foods. 

The  practice  of  some  butchers  to  add  a  compound  to  minced  beef  so  as  to  enhance  its  colour 
called  for  a  survey  of  all  butchers  shops  and  canteens  etc.,  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  this.  On  advice 
from  the  Ministry,  butchers  were  requested  not  to  use  certain  chemicals  for  this  purpose  pending  the 
making  of  Regulations.  In  January  1964  the  Meat  (Treatment)  Regulations  came  into  force  which 
prohibits  certain  chemical  additives  to  meat.  Meat  found  to  be  so  treated  may  be  declared  unfit  and 
if  necessary  seized  and  subsequently  condemned  in  accordance  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

During  the  year  the  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963  were  made  which  requires  that 
“  liquid  egg  ”  as  defined  must  be  subjected  to  pasteurisation  before  being  used  as  an  ingredient  in  the 
preparation  of  food  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption.  The  legislation  was  doubtless  pro¬ 
moted  due  to  recent  infection  in  the  country  arising  from  the  use  of  imported  eggs.  Prior  to  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Regulations  the  department  carried  out  a  survey  of  all  bakehouses  and 
other  places  used  for  food  preparation  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  use  of  imported  liquid  egg. 


Meat  Inspection 

The  application  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960,  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
number  of  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  by  two  and  the  year  commenced  with  only 
one  slaughterhouse  in  operation.  In  July  a  second  slaughterhouse  came  into  production  and  a  third 
premises  will  be  completed  shortly. 

Although  the  total  percentage  of  carcases  inspected  was  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  62% 
against  70%,  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  was  greater  as  the  total  kill  rose  by  over  14,000  animals 
to  76,866. 

In  October  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  came  into  force  and  required  that  all  carcases  and 
offals  be  inspected  and  that  carcases  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption  should  be  stamped.  The  Regu¬ 
lations  laid  down  maximum  financial  charges  which  a  local  authority  could  recover  for  such  inspection. 
Implementation  of  the  Regulations  made  increasing  demands  on  the  inspectors’  time  with  the  result 
that  there  was  a  drop  in  the  percentage  of  carcases  inspected. 

Early  in  1964  Council  appointed  an  Authorised  Meat  Inspector  who  commenced  on  April  1st 
last.  A  further  appointment  has  been  made  and  the  officer  will  shortly  be  taking  up  his  duties.  Even 
so,  without  additional  assistance  at  the  slaughterhouse  it  is  doubtful  if  the  100%  inspection  of  all  the 
kill  can  be  achieved  due  to  the  times  of  slaughtering.  It  is  thought  that  some  further  control  of  this  is 
necessary. 

I  have  little  comment  to  make  on  the  incidence  of  disease  found,  apart  from  noting  the  drop  in  the 
percentage  of  tubercular  cattle.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  a  reduction  in  the  numer  of  tubercular 
reactors  imported  from  Southern  Ireland  and  slaughtered  in  the  district. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  as  unfit  by  the  inspectors  amounted  to  16  tons  9  cwt. 
This  was  disposed  of  in  conformity  with  the  Meat  Staining  and  Sterilisation  Regulations. 

Where  pathological  and  histological  examination  of  specimens  has  been  required  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  and  the  Veterinary  Investigation  Centre  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  have  given  excellent  service. 

A  total  of  478  visits  for  meat  inspection  purposes  at  the  slaughterhouses  have  been  recorded  by 
the  public  health  inspectors. 
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TOTALS  OF  MEAT  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  THE  TWO  PRIVATELY  OWNED 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  1963 


(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  annual  figures  for  the  year  1962) 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed 

2,018 

23 

15 

13,308 

61,502 

— 

Number  inspected 

1,460 

19 

9 

5,907 

40,467 

— 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 
CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

3 

56 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

350 

4 

— • 

110 

4,024 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 

24.0% 

26.0% 

2.2% 

1.9% 

10.1% 

cysticerci 

(25.8%) 

(23.8%) 

(8.3%) 

(1.33%) 

(15.5%) 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

— 

— 

749 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber- 

0.2% 

1.8% 

culosis 

(1.02%) 

— 

— 

— 

(2.3%) 

— 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

9 

organ  was  condemned 

(16) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

ment  by  refrigeration 

(16) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

demned 

(1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

NUMBER  OF  ORGANS  OR 
PARTS  CONDEMNED— ALL 
DISEASES* 

Heads 

10 

750 

Lungs 

9 

1 

— 

9 

2,668 

— 

Hearts 

2 

— 

— 

2 

558 

— 

Livers  (Whole  or  part) 

340 

4 

— 

96 

1,558 

— 

Spleeds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Diaphragms 

3 

1 

— 

— 

234 

— 

Kidneys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

153 

— 

Stomachs 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Mesenteries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Other  Parts 

205  lbs. 

— 

— 

41  lbs. 

914  lbs. 

— 

*  These  figures  do  not  inclu 

de  instances  v 

k'here  whole  c 

arcases  and  all  organs  were 

condemned. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Of  the  106  factories  on  register  9  only  are  without  mechanical  power  and  as  such  the  district 
council  is  responsible  under  the  Act  for  matters  relative  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation,  lighting,  drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences.  The  responsibility  in  respect  of  mechanised 
factories  stops  at  that  concerned  with  proper  and  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation.  The  control 
of  factories  in  connexion  with  food  hygiene,  atmospheric  pollution  and  nuisances  etc.,  are  dealt  with 
under  other  Acts  and  are  reported  on  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

Few  factories  hold  certificates  of  wholesomeness  of  private  water  supplies,  which  are  issued  by  the 
district  council,  as  mains  water  is  provided  to  every  parish  throughout  the  district. 

Occupiers  of  factories  are  required  to  make  returns  twice  a  year  as  to  the  number  of  outworkers 
employed  by  them  and  the  type  of  work  engaged  thereon.  An  inspection  of  outworkers  premises  may 
made  to  ascertain  whether  such  places  are  injurious  or  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  persons  employed. 

The  total  outworkers  on  register  number  41  and  they  are  engaged  on  the  making  of  wearing 
apparel. 

The  following  summarises  the  work  done  under  the  Act: — 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

9 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

86 

87 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  premises). 

11 

— 

TOTAL 

106 

88 

— 

— 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

No.  of  Cases  in 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

2 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

8 

6 

2 

— 

20 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Bye-Laws  made  in  1961  to  control  offensive  trades  apply  to  four  factories  in  the  parishes  of 
Sawston,  Pampisford  and  Duxford.  Inspections  made  during  the  year  have  shown  reasonable 
observance  of  the  Bye-Laws,  but  matters  of  drainage  and  the  control  of  effluvia  in  respect  of  one  factory, 
were  investigated. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 

The  Act  requires  the  licensing  of  all  persons  engaged  in  slaughtering  animals  including  horses 
although  there  is  no  horse  slaughtering  carried  on  within  the  district.  Eighteen  slaughtermen  hold 
licences  including  two  whose  licence  restricts  them  to  slaughter  under  supervision  of  a  fully  licensed 
slaughterer.  These  may  be  termed  “  learners  ”  licences.  All  licences  list  the  type  of  animals  which 
may  be  slaughtered  and  the  type  of  slaughtering  instruments  permitted,  mainly  the  electrolethaler 
and  captive  bolt  pistol. 

No  contravention  of  the  Act  has  been  reported  during  the  year. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 

Twenty-three  inspections  of  storage  establishments  have  been  made,  mainly  in  connexion  with 
new  installations  and  the  total  installations  on  licences  number  166  and  cover  the  storage  of  1.1  million 
gallons  of  petroleum  spirit.  All  new  tank  installations  are  air  pressure  tested  on  completion.  One 
new  can  store  was  brought  into  operation. 

No  routine  testing  of  existing  installations  has  been  carried  out  owing  to  pressure  of  other  duties. 


Printed  by  Crampton  &  Sons  Limited,  Sawston  Cambridge. 
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